


	Meeting started: 19:15Minutes of Wolston Parish Council Meeting Thursday 5th December 2024
Start: 7:15p.m.
Venue: Brandon & Wolston Village Hall, Main Street, Wolston CV8 3HJ



	133.
	Apologies received from:
Borough Councillor S. WARD who sent a message of thanks to everyone involved in the successful Christmas Light switch on.
Borough Councillor D.POOLE 

	134.
	Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the agenda – Councillors to declare any personal and/or pecuniary interest on items on the agenda.
Cllr. WILLIS – any items/matters with regard to Rugby Borough Council, in particular planning
Cllr. BALL – item 137 and item 147b 

	135.
	Minutes – a). To review and if appropriate, approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7 November 
Proposed: Cllr. WRIGHT -subject to corrections
Seconded: Cllr. RAMSAY
For: 6
Abs: 1

	136.
	Co-option – To discuss and consider co-option of a prospective councillor, to receive any expressions of interest and if appropriate, vote and co-opt a councillor.
No expression of interest.

	137.
	Finance  
a). To approve payments for November 2024.
Payments prepared to the end of November to include payment approval for Sovereign work on the Dyer’s Lane play area in order to enable the claim back of 106 monies.
Proposed:  Cllr. BALL
Seconded: Cllr. MILNE
For: 7
Against: 0
Abs:  0 

 b). To note payments received. 
Noted 

c). To note the latest bank reconciliation.
Reconciliation is a training issue

 d). To confirm the return to Youth Club Funding to Warwickshire County Council. 
The terms for the grant did not fit for use on other projects in the village. The grant will be refunded, Confirmation of address for refund to be forwarded to clerk by Chair. 
Attempt to be made to locate the original application. 
Proposed: Cllr. WRIGHT
Seconded: Cllr. RAMSAY
For: 7
Against: 0
Abs: 0
e). To confirm the final amount for the Payment to Sovereign for work at Dyer's Lane playing, and agreement to request the refund from RBC through S106 monies held. 
The project originally identified the S106 monies to pay for it. Clerk has contacted Sovereign and outstanding issues have been resolved.
Proposal: To release the money and make the claim back from Rugby Borough Council.
Proposed: Cllr. WRIGHT
Seconded: Cllr. RAMSAY
For: 7
Against: 0
Abs: 0

f). To confirm the movement from reserves as necessary to cover the purchase of emergency flood defence equipment using S137 power, inc. costs to date.  
Cllr. RAMSAY reported from discussion at FLAG.  There is a need for: 
· 10 storage boxes @£97.00 each (total: £970.00)   
· 5 pumps (electric) @ £49.99 each - one in every other box. (total: £249.95)
· pack of 10 sandbags x 30 @ £18.97 each (total: £569.10)
                total cost:  £1789.05
Cllr. WRIGHT enquired as to who owns the pumps and who will be responsible for them. Cllr. expressed concern at use of electric pump near water and possibility of an electric shock. Who will be responsible? 
Cllr. RAMSAY explained that the pumps are designed for purpose. It would be a manufacturer’s issue if anyone received a shock. The issue is highly unlikely. 
Cllr. WRIGHT expressed concern to ensure cover for all risks. If it is lost – who replaces it? 

Cllr. WILLIS explained that the Flood Action Group will soon be independent with its own bank account and working with the Coventry & Warwickshire Voluntary Association. The FLAG is composed of County Councillors, Borough Councillors, Parish Councillors and residents of Wolston and Brandon.
If the issue of pumps requires further investigation it is suggested that the resident electrical expertise provides guidance on this and points in the direction of insurance if required.  
Cllr. OSMOND suggested that a disclaimer be put into each box. 
Cllr. BALL expressed the assumption that the Flood Action Group has started the risk assessment in respect of the use of the equipment which will then need to be lodged with the Parish Council. This will then be submitted to the insurance company.
Cllr. RAINEY – we currently have two Parish Council boxes. Finance Groups supports this and the council now needs to work out the mechanics of how we manage it.  

Cllr. BALL confirmed that this agenda item is to confirm movement of funds from reserves to go into S137 line of the budget because we need a PC approval of the movement of reserves. We can then, under our 137 power, spend that money because it is for the use of the village.  The agenda item is to ensure that PC has no objection to move monies out of reserves. 

Cllr. WILLIS highlighted that this is the only flood action group in the borough. And that we need to work together to navigate through the complexities of actual provision as they occur. 
Cllr. BALL proposes: The Parish Council agrees to the movement from reserves as necessary to cover the purchase of emergency flood defence equipment using the S137 power. 
Cllr. RAINEY expressed three issues
· Some expenditure already made. 
· Need for funds to be moved across. Proposed expenditure is now heading towards £2000. 
· How do we fund that in the future? 
An independent Flood Action Group will have to have some constitution and bank account in order for the PC to award a grant.
At the moment there are two boxes that we need to pay for. 
Cllr. BALL explained that currently, the FLAG is a working group. The first spend for two suitable boxes has been approved. We can use the current money that we have in the budget under S137 power which is £500. When FLAG made it known that they need more money, the money needs to be available with full backing of the council.
Cllr. WILLIS proposes a recorded vote on this item Cllr. BALL seconded.
Proposed: Cllr. BALL  
Seconded: Cllr. MILNE
For: Cllr. BALL, Cllr. MILNE, Cllr. RAMSAY, Cllr. RAINEY, Cllr. OSMOND, Cllr. WILLIS
Against: Cllr. WRIGHT
Abs: 0 

g). To approve payment of the Chair’s Annual allowance 
Proposed:  Cllr. WRIGHT
Seconded: Cllr. RAINEY
For: 6
Against: 0
Abs:  1 

h). To confirm payments for Wolston Gardens maintenance and care 
This is for the various volunteer groups who care for the planters around the village, total cost £224.87. One more expenses claim yet to be submitted. The proposal for next year will be different. 
The intention is to set up a small meeting to determine their spend and nominees from the group will apply for the funds to ensure a timely process.
Proposed: Cllr. WRIGHT
Seconded: Cllr RAMSAY 
For 7
Against: 0
Abs: 0

i). To confirm payment of Clerk's and Councillors Expenses.
Clerk expenses for postage.
Cllr. BALL expenditure for Christmas event. Details have been circulated to all councillors.
One correction required on expenses claim form.
Proposed: Cllr. RAINEY
Second: Cllr. WRIGHT
For: 6
Against: 0
Abs: 1
Cllr. RAINEY highlighted that the Christmas event had been successful and in the follow-up meeting, improved ways to make expenditure will be identified. 
Cllr. BALL: In future it will be the clerk’s responsibility.

 j). To confirm the date of an extra meeting for the 2025-26 Budget. 
This is budget month.  A set of documents will go out tomorrow to allow councillors to review. Everyone to attend a finance group review of the budget to discuss and enable to provide a recommendation for the January PC meeting. 
Date: TBC A convenient date will be sent out. 

k). Finance working Group report.
All covered in above items.

	138.
	To consider the gritting of pavements at key sites within the village – to receive a costed and detailed proposition to propose a trial of the operation for gritting areas of village and make any appropriate decisions (LW).
Cllr. WRIGHT reported that the provider is prepared to grit the village the same way as Stretton on Dunsmore, dependent on a report via the clerk and weather forecast at a cost of £20 an hour. 
If he needs to provide the salt, the cost will be more. Equipment uses the same salt as provided by the County Council. The options are to use the salt out of the grit boxes or purchase extra. 
At this stage a quote is not available, it is dependent on how many hours required by PC, the route and areas requiring treatment. 
Following a trail run, a fixed cost can be submitted. Cllr. WRIGHT recommends that this service is in best interests of the village.
Discussion of possible routes and areas to be gritted.
Cllr. WILLIS ensured as to what the trigger will be for initiating the work.
Cllr. WRIGHT responded that a responsible person monitors the weather forecast and deals with it.
Cllr. RAINEY offers support for the plan, but the PC still needs a costing for the work. 
Cllr. WILLIS proposed a need for a plan for essential areas and desirables areas that may require gritting.
Cllr. BALL proposed that the PC agrees a budget of a maximum of £900 taken to January. 
We need a defined route and for the work to be quality controlled. Before the work is carried out, PC must check his insurance and verify that our insurance is happy with it.
Discussion regarding setting of a route and ensuring it is made clear on media outlets that this is fixed by council.
Cllr. RAMSAY raised the need for salt to be kept in bags and stored appropriately. 
Proposed cost for trial £750 for salt plus £900 for work. 
Cllr. WILLIS proposed contacting county/highways in respect of acquiring salt. Cllr. WRIGHT offered to bag up the salt.
Cllr. OSMOND: Amended proposal – The Parish Council use the first day trail as a way of assimilating the information to make decisions about the future in respect of route and costs with a budget of up to £1,500 to mid-January 2025 (BAU).
Proposed: Cllr. OSMOND 
Seconded: Cllr. BALL
For: 7
Against: 0
Abs:  0 

	139.
	  Blocked vehicle access gate to Dyer’s Lane Playing Field (western side) – to receive a presentation of report and proposed recommendation(s) and make any appropriate decisions (LW).
Cllr. WRIGHT– explained the proposal to adjust the gates so that there is a vehicle access which will be locked until needed and a separate pedestrian access which will be a through gate rather than an obstacle gate. 
Other side of field on to Dyer’s Lane – adjust from a straight through pedestrian gate and get a county barrier to put on other side of road to prevent children running out. Address one end this year and if successful, consider the other next year.
Cllr. RAINEY explained that there originally was a gate giving access from Brook Street to allow mowing equipment to get through. A kissing gate was installed to successfully resolve the problem of scooters accessing the field.  Removal of the kissing gate would not be recommended, but there is another way of allowing pedestrian access. The PC needs a plan drawing up to inform the right decisions.
The proposal is for recommendation for change of access, approximate costing £200. 
Cllr. RAINEY confirmed that Rainey the change will involve adaptation of what is already in place with support from PWL, not purchasing new fixtures.
Proposed:  Cllr. WRIGHT
Seconded: Cllr. RAMSAY
For: 7
Against: 0
Abs:  0 

	140.
	Replacement of the two full size goalposts in the Dyer's Lane Playing Field - to consider options, inc. contact with RBC to confirm if S106 monies can be used to finance this improvement and make any appropriate decisions (LW).
The goalposts that have been taken down are in good functioning condition. The problem has been that they failed at the base. 
Cllr. WRIGHT & Cllr. RAINEY wish to explore the possibility of using the current posts with repairs to the base to keep expenditure to a minimum.
Item deferred to January’s meeting.

	141.
	Planning - Councillors are to review planning applications prior to the Parish Council meeting. All planning applications and consultations can be viewed on the RBC Planning Portal Website www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk. To discuss and if appropriate comment on any planning applications received. 
a). Ref: R24/0988 - Proposal at: 17, STRETTON ROAD, WOLSTON, COVENTRY, CV8 3FR For: Single storey rear extension and creation of additional rooms in roof with front and rear dormer windows. Consultation expiry date: 19 December 2024 
Cllr. WRIGHT proposed subject to neighbour consultation and materials kept within site and to check any windows do not overlook neighbouring properties.
Proposed:  Cllr. WRIGHT
Seconded: Cllr. BALL
For: 6
Against: 0
Abs:   1

b). Ref: R24/1019 - Proposal at: 39, ARDERNE DE GRAY ROAD, WOLSTON, RUGBY, CV8 3LQ For: Proposed loft conversion, to include an increase in roof height and erection of a rear dormer extension. Consultation expiry date: 16 December 2024
Cllr. BALL:  This is one of the 106 properties which has the condition on it that it is part of the Bloors Estate and is originally intended for OAPs of the village. The 106 was extended to enable current residents to live there. Requesting that RBC to check this possible restriction of remaining as a bungalow.
Clerk to contact the planning officer and register the concerns of the Parish Council.
Cllr. WRIGHT suggested looking at the conditions of the original application. These should be in the land registry. Cllr. BALL will obtain a copy of charges register and pass to the clerk. 
Cllr. RAINEY expressed opinion that  if the bungalow was a prescribed residence for a particular demographic and should remain so in which case RBC may not pass the application.
Cllr. WILLIS will circulate the ‘call in’ details.

	          142.
	Working Group Delegates Reports and Recommendations –
 a). Election of Councillors onto Committees & Working Groups: 2024-2025 – subject to the co-option of Councillors at agenda item 136. 
Cllr. RAMSAY will be joining the Committee for the Wolston Leisure and Community Centre. The new Chair of the committee is Mr. HESKETH.

b). To receive timely headlines and consider any recommendations from working groups and committees including, 
Allotments Group (TW/TR), 
Cllr. RAMSAY: – At a meeting with Brian ELL and Chris ALBION, Alliance attended with GPS on all drainage to demonstrate that there is a fall on it, although not a good fall (20ml). Water logging can still be seen. A company coming out next week to take samples of soil. A couple of items on snagging list have been reported as addressed – awaiting confirmation. 
Cllr. WRIGHT expressed concern regarding the front entrance to the site which keeps being delayed. 
Cllr, RANSAY reported that this work on the entrance should be done once the streetlights are completed in February.
Chair reports that work on the site is moving towards completion but does still require close monitoring. New building should be completed in February.

Flood Action Group (TR/SO),
Cllr. WILLIS reported that the Flood Action Group made a well-received presentation at the Climate Adaptation Cafe on 9th November. Cllr. WILLIS has also spoken with officers and councillors at the Climate Emergency Group this week. It was also attended by two MPs; Mary CREAGH, Minister for Nature and Rugby’s MP, John SLINGER. Severn Trent was not present. Cllr. WILLIS made a case for MPs to get involved. Our issue made it on to parliamentary debate two days later. It was mentioned in Commons with John SLINGER expressing desire to engage with FLAG and the community. 
Cllr. RAMSAY reported that the Environment Agency has been out this week to walk length of the brook from entry to village to merge with River Avon. Feedback given states that blockages have been cleared. 
The dredging or moving of silt is not recommended.
Emergency number (available 24/7 365 days) was provided to put out to residents to report issues which will be dealt with. There will be 3 monthly checks around Wolston. There is a big blockage in the Avon, under one of the bridges, to be removed in the spring. That may be the cause of water flooding out on to the road by the bridge. 
Cllr. WRIGHT concerns that if work is left to the spring, there may be several floods before then. 
Environment agency will spray growth in the brook and water will flatten it. The growth in the brook is not causing the flooding.  Flooding is due to the sheer amount of water in a short time.

Cllr. WRIGHT presented 3 possible solutions to some flooding issues. 
1.The flow from ditch across Critchley’s field, under the road and bypasses the flood alleviation pond, be diverted down the other side of the road so that it so that it was held back, would hold back water a great amount of water.  
We should try to convince the County Council that the new attenuation pond could retain some of the water that comes off the site. 

2. Stretton Lane has a new problem with flooding outside Melodies Meadow.  All the drains down Stretton Road are in the grass verge on the right-hand side. 3 years ago, the County Council cut them out and exposed the gullies. There is no water in the gullies. This could be resolved with some work by the County Council.
 
3. Coalpit Lane -work with Bloors to request deepening the pond with pipe running below and drain into pond for a holding area before the water gets back into Meadow Road. This would benefit the houses.  
3 actions the FLAG could present to the Environment Agency which could help to reduce flooding in the village. 

Local knowledge is important to hear from residents. Agencies are engaging more and starting to listen, take seriously and take action quickly.

Cllr. BALL reported that the ditch behind Meadow Road had risen above 4ft therefore if much more water is diverted here – there will be a serious problem. Environment agency needs to visit other areas. This issue to be taken to FLAG meeting – photographs requested.

Cllr. WRIGHT has been trying to ascertain who has responsibility for the flood relief area. Cllr. WILLIS confirmed that the responsibility is till with Rugby Borough Council along the Fosse.

Neighbourhood Development Plan Group (TB), 
MOP expressed extreme frustration that the NDP document appears to have reached stalemate. It has been ready for 6 months. Project has been going for 10 years and there is no movement forward since letter went out a few months ago. There does not appear to be any work being done on it. No access to online planning or website. Access requested by MOP.
Cllr. RAINEY reported a positive meeting in October. The issue is that there are actions that need to be taken to prepare for consultation and these are not on track to meet a deadline which was set for January.  
The NDP group is reduced to 5 in number, more people are needed for support in the work. Cllr. RAINEY will review with remaining members of NDP before next meeting in January. 
Cllr. RAINEY will prepare a summary review of where we are, obstacles and how we can resolve those for the next PC meeting. We need to get the community active and involved. It will be a good thing for the community. 

Cllr. WRIGHT requested confirmation that the Parish Council will take this up and lead on this project to ensure that it does not fail. It is essential to the village or there will be development everywhere Will PC let it fall or take it onboard essential that we have a Neighbourhood Plan. 
MOP expressed that the document is just one aspect of the project and there needs to be support for all other aspects of the project.  In respect of Steering Group meetings there are no minutes taken to provide evidence base. The document is 6 months old the problem will soon be that it will need updating. Local plan may be available soon. National specifications may be updated on a 12 monthly basis. 
Cllr. WILLIS proposed that PC needs a meeting NDP Group to fully understand what support is needed. Need to set up the process go to consultation with parishioners. Need a housing needs survey. 
Cllr. BALL proposes we go ahead and commission the housing needs survey. There will be no cost. Cllr. BALL to initiate. 
Proposed: Cllr. BALL 
Seconded: Cllr. WRIGHT
For: 6 (Cllr. RAMSAY out of the room).
Against: 0 
Abs: 0   

Open Spaces Working Group (LW),
Sovereign work at Dyer’s Lane play area is resolved with a refund on pedals for adult bike. 
We need to look at what we are going to move forward with the pavilion. The plan needs to be located. 
In respect of the playing field, the grass is maintained and is being used.  
Request for more bulbs and wildflower seeds added to village. Permission requested to order the same as last year. Dyer’s Lane will need replanting. 
Cllr. WRIGHT: Proposes to buy same resources as last year (£300) PWL to undertake the work. 
PWL will have a winter works schedule which will include planting.
Proposed:  Cllr. WRIGHT
Seconded: Cllr. RAMSAY
For: 7
Against: 0
Abs:  0 

Communications Group (TB),
Concentrated on Christmas event during last month.
     
Wolston, Brandon and Bretford Joint Burial Committee (LW) 
Committee is struggling to get online bank account and additional signatories.
Everything going in right direction. Clerk is recovering monies owed and generally looking after interest of village.
There will be no JBC application for precept this year. 
Need to record that the burial board owes Parish Council over £5000 for clerk salary over the year. Need to recover some from Brandon & Bretford. 
No monies to be paid to previous acting JBC clerk


	143.
	Events/Communications 
a). Remembrance Sunday – To provide an overview of the event, inc. road closure and costs incurred, and make any appropriate decisions regarding future events and budget requirements. (TB) 
b). Christmas Lights Switch on/Street Fayre – To provide an overview of the event, inc. road closure and costs incurred, and make any appropriate decisions regarding future events and budget requirements. (TB)
The two events were a success. Invitations will be sent out to a meeting in mid-January to all involved to review and confirm/amend/add to any plans for future events.  Cllr. BALL to send out invites to meeting. Cllrs to let Cllr. BALL know of desire to be involved in the meetings. 

	144.
	Future Agenda Items – Councillors are requested to use this opportunity to raise items for future agendas. NB. Councillors are reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision-making.
Streaming of meetings
· CCTV
· Streaming of meetings – need a proposal for costings. 
· Consider bringing start of meeting forward to 19:00 Hall is occupied until 7:00 with 15 mins to clear. Hall is therefore not available.
· Recorded correspondence 

	145.
	Date of Next Meeting – To consider and confirm the date of 2 January 2025 as the next Parish Council meeting at The Village Hall, Main Street, Wolston at 7:15pm. If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors and be put on the website and in the Main Street noticeboard three clear days before the meeting is held. 
Proposed: Cllr. OSMOND
Seconded: Cllr. WRIGHT
For: 6
Against: 1

	146.
	Exclusion of Press and Public In accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Parish Council is invited to Resolve that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following agenda items owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted and the public interest would not be served in disclosing that information.
Proposed: Cllr. WRIGHT
Seconded: Cllr. WILLIS
For: 7

	147.
	Human Resources (Staffing) – 
To receive any updates on any items of business that are likely to include staffing discussions and to make any appropriate decisions. 
a). To receive an update and to discuss and agree on a final payment for the previous Clerk. 
Proposal: Defer item and call a separate meeting
Proposed: Cllr. WRIGHT
Seconded: Cllr. RAINEY
For: 7
b). To provide an update on recruitment to the vacancy of the Clerk/RFO to WPC and make any appropriate decisions
Closing date for applications 9.12.24
2 applications received. One expression of interest.

	
	Meeting end: 21:41
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