


Minutes of Wolston Parish Council EXTRA Meeting Monday 23rdh September 2024
Start: 6:00p.m.
Venue: Wolston Baptist Church, 2 Main Street. CV8 3HJ



NOTICE AND AGENDA Public Forum and Parish Matters (Commencing at 6:00pm) For Councillors and members of the Parish and press to raise any issues or matters of concern with Wolston Parish Council. The full Parish Council will commence after the public forum has been closed by the Chair – this will be no later than 6:15pm. A time limit of 5 minutes to speak per person may be imposed to keep to schedule, and this is at the Chair’s discretion.




	Start: 18:00
Present: Cllr. WALLIS (Chair), Cllr. RAINEY (Vice-Chair), Cllr. WRIGHT, Cllr. RAMSAY, Cllr. MILNE, Cllr. BALL, Cllr. GALLIFORD, Cllr. DOBINSON, L. KNOWLES (Acting Clerk)
Members of public: 1

	93.
	Apologies:   Cllr. S. OSMOND  

	94.
	Public Forum and Parish Matters (Commencing at 6.00 pm)

	95.
	Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the Agenda – Councillors to declare any personal and/or pecuniary interest on items on the agenda.
Cllr. Willis – items on agenda conflicting with Rugby Borough Council
Cllr. Ramsay – Allotments
Cllr. Dobinson – Allotments & Youth Club
Cllr. Galliford - Allotments

	96.
	Co-option: Co-option – To discuss and consider co-option of a prospective Councillor, to receive any expressions of interest and if appropriate, vote and co-opt a Councillor.
No expressions of interest

	97.
	Exclusion of Press and Public - In accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Parish Council is invited to Resolve that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following agenda items owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted and the public interest would not be served in disclosing that information.
Proposed: Cllr. Wright 
Seconded: Cllr. Dobinson
All in favour

	98.
	Human Resources (Staffing) – To note and accept the resignation of the Clerk/RFO to the Parish Council, to approve recruitment process and methodology to the vacancy of the Clerk/RFO to the Parish Council and make any appropriate decisions.
Cllr. BALL clarified that the proposed advert covers the dual role of the post of Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer. The advert offers the possibility of being split between two posts and this is allowed. WALC has been consulted regarding the advert. The post will necessitate working in the Parish Council Office.

Cllr. WRIGHT questioned the expectation that applicants need to offer the CiLCA qualification. Would willingness to take up the study for the qualification suffice?
Cllr. BALL explained that a clerk must be in post for 12 months before they can take on the training and that it is a 2-and-a-half-year programme. CiLCA qualification ensures knowledge of questions to be asked when preparing to undertake a project. 
Cllr. RAINEY proposes changing the wording of advert to CiLCA qualification’ as ‘highly desirable’. 
The advert will go immediately to start the process. Closing date: 11th October.
The advert will go out on FB for Wolston and other local villages, local notice boards and WALC notice board.
Discussion to select interviewers based on experience and current knowledge of the process. Decision: interviewers will be the clerk (L. Knowles) and Cllr. RAMSAY and/or Cllr. OSMOND. The day and time of the interview can be arranged to suit commitments of all parties. 
Applications to be sent to the clerk. 
For: 7
Abstention: 1	

	99.
	Youth Club – To consider the risks of launching the Wolston Parish Council Youth Club, the mitigations in place to address the risks, and make any necessary and or appropriate decisions.

Questions were presented by councillors probing further details on various aspects of the management and organisation of the Youth Club, safeguarding, insurance, additional costs.

It was concluded that the Parish Council does not, at this point in time, have sufficient information and adequate costings for this project. There still exists aspects of the management of the Youth Club that are not ready.

Proposal: Cllr. MILNE
At this point in time Wolston Parish Council should withdraw from its commitment to the running of a Youth Club. 
Proposed: Cllr. MILNE
Seconded: Cllr. DOBINSON
For:7
Against: 1

The interviewed candidate has been verbally informed that it is unlikely that the position of Youth Club Leader will go ahead. 



	100.













19:35 Cllr. BALL had to leave meeting.

	Allotments – To consider the next steps by Wolston Parish Council to resolve the current issues regarding the Lease of Land arrangements at Stretton Road, Wolston.

A positive meeting between PC Chair and Chris Albion of the Allotment Association has shown that the Allotment Association, at this point in time, has no rush to move to a sub lease. This allows time to explore the legal side of the lease and ensure legality. 

The sign off of Phase 1 is months away. 

Cllr. MILNE confirmed that legal documents are long and can contradict themselves and present different interpretations therefore seeking legal advice is essential. 

Cllr. WRIGHT proposed that the PC maintains its position under the terms of the lease and that the PC provides the license for the Allotment Association to operate. The PC needs to be in a position that it knows what is happening on site and is satisfied that all is completed satisfactorily.

Cllr. RAINEY stated that the lease has a value and with the support of the knowledge of Cllr. MILNE, the PC needs to be clear about the options available and situations that could arise – we need further legal advice on all of the options that could face us and clarity on what we want in terms of the allotments and the community.

Cllr. Willis proposes that the Parish Council explores the legal options that are available in order to secure the lease and that the time scale for this is that the legal information is in place for a decision at November’s PC meeting. 
Proposed: Cllr. WILLIS
Seconded: Cllr. MILNE
For: 8

	101.
	Date of Next Meetings – To consider and confirm the date of Thursday 3 October 2024 as the next Parish Council meeting at The Village Hall, Main Street, Wolston at 7:15pm.
Proposed: Cllr. Ramsay
Seconded: Cllr. Dobinson 
All in favour


	
	Meeting finished: 19:39
	




Signed: Chair                                                                                          Date:



