

WOLSTON, BRANDON & BRETFORD
JOINT BURIAL COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2022
AT WOLSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE AT 7.00PM
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Members of the public in attendance:  One

The Chair opened the meeting with a minute’s silence for the late Queen Elizabeth II.

Notes of the public forum

A member of the public noted that the agenda for this evening’s meeting had not been posted onto the parish noticeboards and JBC web page.  Cllr Grainger replied that this had been an unfortunate oversight.  The clerk added that she had received complaints regarding the website not being updated.
RESOLVED:  Cllr Grainger to send administration login for the website to the clerk.  Going forward, the clerk will update the web page and Cllr Grainger will post agendas/notices onto the Parish noticeboards as he holds the keys to the locked noticeboards.

A member of the public suggested that the JBC employ a grounds person to keep the burial ground tidy, possibly no more that three hours per week.
RESOLVED:  Suggestion agreed in principle; finer detail to be discussed & agreed by the Committee.

A member of the public reported that used laughing gas canisters continue to be littering the burial ground and that this has been reported to Rugby Police.
The Chair thanked the member of the public for bringing this to the attention of the Committee.

The public forum closed at 7.16pm.

Present:		Cllr Reverend Iain Rennie (Chair), Cllr Robert Grainger (Vice Chair), 
Cllr Andrew Kirby,
Apologies:		Cllr Peter Wilson
In Attendance:		Mrs Jane Hancox (Clerk)

161 JBC 2022 – Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Peter Wilson.

162 JBC 2022 – Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the agenda
There were no declarations made.

163 JBC 2022 – Minutes of the Joint Burial Committee meeting held 26th May 2022
The draft minutes of the previous meeting of the Joint Burial Committee held on the 26th May 2022 had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  Cllr Grainger proposed they were accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting and business discussed, and this was seconded by Cllr Kirby.  This was then agreed unanimously, and the minutes were duly signed by the Chair.
RESOLVED:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 26th May 2022 were approved and signed by the Chair.

164 JBC 2022 – Matters arising from the minutes/action list
Lakeside Landscapes – due to the unprecedented heatwave grass cutting at the burial ground ceased during the month of August however it was agreed that a tighter specification around expectation for Lakeside Landscapes needs to be agreed ahead of next year’s cutting season.  
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The clerk offered to find out when the JBC contract with Lakeside Landscapes is due for renewal.
RESOLVED:  The Committee to agree detailed specification for Lakeside ahead of next year’s cutting season.  Clerk to confirm when the JBC contract with Lakeside Landscapes is due for renewal.


Cemetery Management Software System – Cllr Grainger reported that he has investigated several management software systems that are currently available however none of them as yet are able to link into the geomapping software currently used by Wolston Parish Council.  
RESOLVED:  Agreed to monitor the situation for updates.

Feedback from visit to Ryton on Dunsmore Cemetery – Cllr Reverend Rennie and Cllr Grainger reported on their visit to Ryton on Dunsmore Cemetery and confirmed that their communal ashes plots and random locations for burial plots is not something they would like to replicate at the Dyers Lane Cemetery. As a result, Cllr Grainger tabled a draft plots layout proposed by both councillors for the new side of the burial ground, which was discussed and unanimously approved (copy attached to these minutes for reference).
RESOLVED:  Clerk to send the grave digger a copy of the approved new layout for the new side of the burial ground.

165 JBC 2022 – Progress Report
There were no updates.

166 JBC 2022 – Correspondence
Email from Mrs L Player – an email received from Mrs L Player regarding reservation of a double burial plot had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  The request was discussed in the context of the current Rules and Regulations which state that:

‘To qualify for a grant of exclusive right of burial a person must be a council taxpayer of one of the three villages of Wolston, Brandon or Bretford, or have a blood relative previously buried at the cemetery’.

Although sympathetic to the request, unfortunately, as Mrs Player does not fulfil this requirement the request to reserve a burial plot was denied.
RESOLVED:  Clerk to respond to Mrs Player’s email.

167 JBC 2022 – Finance
a) To consider and, if appropriate, approve accounts for payment for the period from 20/05/2022 to 01/09/2022
[bookmark: _Hlk105061216]The clerk tabled a finance report detailing payments made for the period 20/05/2022 to 01/09/2022.  It was proposed by Cllr Grainger and seconded by Cllr Reverend Rennie that the following payments are endorsed; this was unanimously agreed:

	Date
	Chq No (if applicable)
	Description
	Amount

	23/05/2022
	101186
	Lakeside
	£288.00

	23/05/2022
	101188
	Lakeside
	£576.00

	02/06/2022
	
	Bank Charges
	£5.00

	15/06/2022
	101184
	Wolston PC – Moles
	£240.00

	15/06/2022
	101187
	Wolston PC – Clerks salary
	£2445.60
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	03/07/2022
	
	Bank Charges
	£5.80

	04/07/2022
	101192
	Brandon & Bretford PC – Chair’s training
	£72.00

	06/07/2022
	101190
	Lakeside Landscapes
	£576.00

	11/07/2022
	101189
	M E Spencer – Audit
	£125.00

	15/07/2022
	101191
	WLCC – Room Hire
	£40.80

	02/08/2022
	
	Bank Charges
	£7.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	£4381.20

	
	
	
	




b) To consider payments received for period from 20/05/2022 to 01/09/2022
The clerk tabled a finance report detailing payments received for the period 20/05/2022 to 01/09/2022.  It was proposed by Cllr Grainger and seconded by Cllr Reverend Rennie that the following receipts are endorsed; this was unanimously agreed:

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	23/05/2022
	H Strickley (E. Thomas interment)
	£248.00

	30/05/2022
	Heart of England (W. Cooper interment)
	£489.00

	28/06/2022
	Devall (McIlwane memorial)
	£234.00

	22/07/2022
	Heart of England (Richards interment)
	£489.00

	
	TOTAL
	£1460.00



c) To note the bank reconciliation
It was noted that the Finance Report and bank statements reconcile, and these were duly signed by Cllr Reverend Rennie and Cllr Grainger.
RESOLVED:  That the Finance Report and statements reconcile and that the expenditure and receipts be endorsed.

d) To receive the Internal Auditors Report 2021-22
The Internal Auditors report relating to the 2021-22 accounts had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  The clerk reported that the auditor made no comments on the set of accounts presented and confirmation has been received that there is no requirement for us to complete an AGAR.  The report was duly accepted and signed by the Chair and the clerk.
RESOLVED:  Clerk to send a signed copy to Cllr Grainger for display on the Wolston Parish noticeboards.  Clerk to update Brandon and Bretford Parish noticeboards.

A member of the public raised their hand and asked why the accounts had not been made available for public inspection?  The clerk explained that following advice from the auditor it is not a legal requirement to do this, however as a matter of good practice it was agreed that the accounts will be available for inspection at the next meeting.
RESOLVED:  Clerk to bring the 2021-22 audited accounts to the next meeting

e) Precepts
After discussion it was agreed that the JBC should be self-funded and not supported financially by the Parish Councils, therefore no precept requests will be made for the 2023-24 financial year.
RESOLVED:  No precept requests required for the 2023-24 financial year.
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168 JBC 2022 – Exclusive Rights of Burial
· Vera June Walsh new plot NSK1 (previously reserved- Parishioner
· Betty Richards re-open plot G18- Parishioner

169 JBC 2022 – Memorial Applications
RESOLVED:  That the following memorial applications were unanimously approved:
Harwood – Additional Inscription

170 JBC 2022 – Review of Regulations and draft Headstone Inspection Policy
The revised regulations and draft Headstone Inspection Policy had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  Both documents were discussed at length and suggested amendments made.
RESOLVED:  Cllr Grainger to update both documents and forward to the clerk for publication.  New rules effective as of 08/09/2022.  New rules to be circulated to stonemasons and funeral directors. 

171 JBC 2022 – Memorial Benches
The Chair referred to minute 139 where it was agreed that a moratorium be placed on new memorial benches.  After discussion it was agreed that the JBC will purchase three new benches for siting within the burial ground.  Families will be able to purchase and place a brass plaque on these benches for a nominal fee, to be decided, covering a five-year period. A maximum number of 3 plaques per bench, limited to one plaque per family, was also agreed.

RESOLVED:  Cllr Grainger to investigate suitable benches for purchase.

172 JBC 2022 – Future agenda items
· Budget
· Benches
· Backfilling of graves (use of adjacent plots)

173 JBC 2022 – Date of the next meeting
8th November 2022 at 7.00pm.

Having no further business to discuss the meeting ended at 8.37pm.


Signed (Chair):…………………………………………………………….. Date:…………………………………………………….
