

Red = outstanding action

WOLSTON, BRANDON & BRETFORD
JOINT BURIAL COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 26TH MAY 2022
AT WOLSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE AT 7.30PM
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Members of the public in attendance:  two

Notes of the public forum

A member of the public suggested that the committee consider a memorial at Dyers Lane for a former clerk to the Joint Burial Committee, Dawn Jordan.

A member of the public described ashes plots at Ryton on Dunsmore cemetery that are available to villagers to scatter ashes, approximately 9 inches apart from each other, with the option of a small memorial vase.  
RESOLVED:  Cllr Rennie and Cllr Grainger offered to visit the Ryton on Dunsmore cemetery to explore this further.

A member of the public raised the issue of long grass at Dyer’s Lane which was making it difficult for people to access graves.  The interim clerk added that Lakeside should be cutting every two weeks, however in May it was only cut once.  A member of the public suggested that the committee consider reinstating the March and October cuts and that this could be funded by the precept request from the Parish Council’s.  
RESOLVED:  Councillors agreed to write to Lakeside Landscapes regarding the quality and frequency of the grass cutting at Dyers Lane.

A member of the public noted that access to the cemetery may be difficult during the Jubilee celebration on Friday 3rd June.

The public forum closed at 7.46pm.

Present:		Cllr Reverend Iain Rennie (Chair)
Cllr Robert Grainger (Vice Chair)
Cllr Andrew Kirby
Cllr Peter Wilson
In Attendance:		Mrs Jane Hancox (Clerk)

146 JBC 2022 – Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence
[bookmark: _Hlk105062911]There were no apologies received.  The Chair conveyed thanks to Cllr David Cross, Cllr Tim Harvey-Smith and Cllr Mary White for their work and support during their term on the Committee, and offered to send them a letter of thanks on behalf of the committee.  The Chair explained that the current vacancies on the Committee will depend on Wolston Parish Council co-opting additional Councillors.  The Chair thanked the remaining Councillors and the public who attend meetings regularly.
RESOLVED:  The Chair to write a letter of thanks to Cllr David Cross, Cllr Tim Harvey-Smith and Cllr Mary White

147 JBC 2022 – Election of Chairman
The Chair asked for nominations for the position of Chair of the Wolston, Brandon and Bretford Joint Burial Committee for 2022-23.  Cllr Kirby nominated Cllr Reverend Rennie and this was seconded by Cllr Wilson. A vote took place and Councillors voted unanimously in favour of Cllr Reverend Rennie’s appointment as Chair of the Joint Burial Committee for 2022-23.  Cllr 
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Reverend Rennie duly signed the Declaration of Office before all Councillors and the Proper Officer of the Council (Interim Clerk to the Joint Burial Committee – Mrs J Hancox).
RESOLVED:  Cllr Reverend Iain Rennie be elected as Chair of the Joint Burial Committee for 2022-23. The Chair’s declaration was duly signed and witnessed as appropriate.  The Interim Clerk countersigned the document.

148 JBC 2022 – Election of Vice Chairman
The Chair asked for nominations for the position of Vice Chair of the Wolston, Brandon and Bretford Joint Burial Committee for 2022-23.  Cllr Kirby nominated Cllr Grainger and this was seconded by Cllr Reverend Rennie. A vote took place and Councillors voted unanimously in favour of Cllr Grainger’s appointment as Vice Chair of the Joint Burial Committee for 2022-23.  Cllr Grainger duly signed the Declaration of Office before all Councillors and the Proper Officer of the Council (Interim Clerk to the Joint Burial Committee – Mrs J Hancox).
RESOLVED:  Cllr Grainger be elected as Vice Chair of the Joint Burial Committee for 2022-23. The Vice Chair’s declaration was duly signed and witnessed as appropriate.  The Interim Clerk countersigned the document.

149 JBC 2022 – Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the Agenda
There were no declarations made.

150 JBC 2022 – Minutes of the Joint Burial Committee meeting held 17th March 2022
The draft minutes of the previous meeting of the Joint Burial Committee held on the 17th March 2022 had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  Cllr Grainger proposed they were accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting and business discussed, and this was seconded by Cllr Wilson.  This was then agreed unanimously and the minutes were duly signed by the Chair.
RESOLVED:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 17th March 2022 were approved and signed by the Chair.

151 JBC 2022 – Progress Report
There was no update.

152 JBC 2022 – Correspondence
Apart from the usual bank statements, plus general email and telephone conversations with funeral directors, stonemasons, the grave digger, families, contractors, councillors and members of the public, the interim clerk advised that an email request had been received from a couple living in Binley Woods, with relatives buried at Dyers Lane, enquiring about the possibility of reserving a plot.  After reviewing the current rules and regulations, Councillors agreed that this would be possible and asked the interim clerk to respond accordingly.
RESOLVED: The interim clerk to reply to the email request with 2022 fees.

153 JBC 2022 – Finance
a) To consider and, if appropriate, approve accounts for payment for the period from 12/02/2022 to 19/05/2022
[bookmark: _Hlk105061216]The interim clerk tabled a finance report detailing payments made for the period 12/02/2022 to 19/05/2022.  It was proposed by Cllr Reverend Rennie and seconded by Cllr Grainger that the following payments are endorsed; this was unanimously agreed:
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	Date
	Chq. No
	Description
	Amount

	04/03/2022
	101184
	Wolston Parish Council – Moles
	£240.00

	08/03/2022
	-
	Bank Charges
	£8.20

	22/03/2022
	101185
	WLCC – Meeting Room Hire
	£40.80

	02/04/2022
	-
	Bank Charges
	£5.80

	05/04/2022
	-
	Bank Charges – Auditor Information
	£30.00

	28/04/2022
	101186
	Lakeside Landscapes
	£288.00

	28/04/2022
	101187
	Wolston PC – Clerk’s salary recharge
	£2445.60

	03/05/2022
	-
	Bank Charges
	£6.20

	09/05/2022
	101188
	Lakeside Landscapes
	£576.00



b) To consider payments received for period from 12/02/2022 to 19/05/2022
The interim clerk tabled a finance report detailing payments received for the period 12/02/2022 to 19/05/2022.  It was proposed by Cllr Reverend Rennie and seconded by Cllr Grainger that the following receipts are endorsed; this was unanimously agreed:

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	22/02/2022
	Faulkner – Additional inscription (Charnleys)
	£139.00

	16/03/2022
	C. Parker – New memorial (S.Hill)
	£238.00

	21/03/2022
	O’Donovan – Memorial (Timms)
	£403.00

	21/03/2022
	Humphreys – Additional inscription (Timms)
	£112.00



c) To note the bank reconciliation
It was noted that the Finance Report and bank statements reconcile, and these were duly signed by Cllr Reverend Rennie, Cllr Grainger and Cllr Kirby.

RESOLVED:  That the Finance Report and statements reconcile and that the expenditure and receipts be endorsed.

The interim clerk tabled a form supplied by HSBC to change the correspondence address from the former clerk to the interim clerk.  This was signed by Cllr Reverend Rennie and Cllr Wilson.
RESOLVED:  That the banking correspondence address be updated with the interim clerk’s details.

A discussion took place around the Annual Governance and Accountability Return and the interim clerk offered to contact the former clerk to establish the reason why one has historically been completed but not submitted to the external auditor.
RESOLVED: The interim clerk to contact the former clerk in relation to completion of the AGAR. 

154 JBC 2022 – Exclusive Rights of Burial
Mr E Thomas – Re-open ashes plot 6AB (Parishioner)
Mr W Cooper – Re-open grave 9F (Parishioner)

155 JBC 2022 – Memorial Applications
RESOLVED:  That the following memorial applications were unanimously approved:
Mr E Cross – addition of kerbs to existing memorial
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McIlwane – addition of rope edging to existing memorial

156 JBC 2022 – Revision of Regulations
After lengthy discussion Councillors agreed that the current cemetery rules and regulations should be reviewed, particularly in relation to the addition of kerb stones to ashes plots.  Cllr Grainger suggested that some form of cemetery management software could be useful going forward and offered to send details to the interim clerk.  Councillors were asked to read through the current rules and regulations and let the interim clerk have any comments around any revisions/updates.
RESOLVED:  Cllr Grainger and the interim clerk to present a revision of the rules and regulations to the next meeting for discussion and if appropriate, approval.

157 JBC 2022 – Date for the working party to inspect headstones
Cllr Grainger explained the statutory regulations relating to cemetery/headstone inspection.  Councillors were asked to visit the cemetery to inspect headstones within their allocated section ahead of a site inspection to be arranged for a date in September.
RESOLVED:  Councillors to undertake a headstone inspection within their allocated section of the cemetery before September.

158 JBC 2022 – Future agenda items
· Update Lakeside Landscapes
· Update cemetery management system
· Review of cemetery rules and regulations
· Auditors report
· Feedback from visit to Ryton on Dunsmore cemetery

159 JBC 2022 – Date of the next meeting
RESOLVED:  The interim clerk will confirm the date for the next meeting, following receipt of the audit report.

160 JBC 2022 Exclusion of public and press
In accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Joint Burial Committee of Wolston Parish Council is invited to Resolve that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following agenda item/s owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted and the public interest would not be served in disclosing that information. The exclusion is on the grounds that items of business to be discussed are likely to include matters which are personal and confidential and are exempt from disclosure.

The members of the public left at 8.50pm.

161 JBC 2022 Extension to the cemetery
A discussion took place around the need to extend the cemetery and Cllr Grainger confirmed that Wolston Parish Council have agreed to write to the planners at Rugby Borough Council to ask them to safeguard an extension on the south side.

Having no further business to discuss the meeting ended at 9.12pm.
Signed (Chair):…………………………………………………………….. Date:…………………………………………………….
